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Synopsis

In the second half of the twentieth century Dominicans became New York City’s largest, and
poorest, new immigrant group. They toiled in garment factories and small groceries, and as taxi
drivers, janitors, hospital workers, and nannies. By 1990, one of every ten Dominicans lived in New
York. A Tale of Two Cities tells the fascinating story of this emblematic migration from Latin America
to the United States. Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof chronicles not only how New York itself was forever
transformed by Dominican settlement but also how Dominicans’ lives in New York profoundly
affected life in the Dominican Republic.A Tale of Two Cities is unique in offering a simultaneous,
richly detailed social and cultural history of two cities bound intimately by migration. It explores how
the history of burgeoning shantytowns in Santo Domingo--the capital of a rural country that had
endured a century of intense U.S. intervention and was in the throes of a fitful
modernization--evolved in an uneven dialogue with the culture and politics of New York’s Dominican
ethnic enclaves, and vice versa. In doing so it offers a new window on the lopsided history of
U.S.-Latin American relations. What emerges is a unique fusion of Caribbean, Latin American, and

U.S. history that very much reflects the complex global world we live in today.
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Customer Reviews

this was a gift and | don’t know what it is about, but the receipent is very happy with this book

Bought for my history class.



The text book arrived in great condition, as promised. Delivery was not long either. Thank you

| found this book kind of boring but mainly because it was a history book which | mistook for the
Classic novel "A Tale of Two Cities" from a different author. Either way, if you want to know the
history of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic in relation to New York City after 1950 and the way
in which both of these cities developed, then get it. If not, be careful if you're confusing this book

with a different novel, like | did, lol.
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